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Inter-African Affairs: Defense Meeting—RSA 
‘Pivotal’ to Security 

MB1 303120496 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
13 Mar 96 p6 


{Report by Norman Chandler) 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} Defence force chiefs from all 
southern African countries, meeting at Kempton Park, 
are expected to make far reaching recommendations 
for joint training exercises of their respective armed 
forces, probably at the Army Battle Schoo! at Lohathla 
’n the Northern Cape. The meeting of the defence 
sub- committee of the Inter-State Defence and Security 
Committee (ISDSC) began yesterday and will end later 
today when a formal communique is expected to be 
issued. 


It follows on instructions issued by the inaugural 
ISDSC meeting of regional defence ministers, under the 
chairmanship of South African [SA] Defence Minister 
Joe Modise, held in Cape Town last year that the safety 
and security of the region as wel! as matters of mutual 
regional military interest’ had to be pursued. 


Countries attending the meeting at the World Trade 
Centre under the chairmanship of General Georg Meu - 
ing, Chief of the SA National Defence Force — are An- 
gola, Botswana, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South 
Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 


It is understood from defence sources that South Africa 
is regarded as pivotal to regional security, particularly in 
regard to sea and air deterrents and the maintenance of 
aircraft, armed equipment and ships. Decisions reached 
will be formalised at an ISDSC conference to be held 
in Malawi later this year. 


The recommendations by countries such as Namibia, 
Mozambique and Tanzania are believed to be urging the 
South African Defence Department to supply umbrella 
cover to their coastlines in a bid to keep out foreign and 
illegal fishing trawlers. This is one of the factors behind 
the defence department's proposed acquisition of four 
corvettes or light frigates. Apart from Angola, which 
has a small fleet of coastal patrol vessels, the SA Navy 
is the only one which could mount effective patrols of 
the coasts of all three countries despite the fact that its 
force capabilitv has been severely restricted because of 
lack of ships. 


The corvette programme has been delayed as a result 
of political and parliamentary objections to the order, 
which would cost about R1.7-billion [rands}. 
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South Africa's possible involvement in peace keeping 
Operauions in Africa — under the banner of the UN — 
is understood to be on the agenda. In order for local 
soldiers to be part of peace keeping, it 1s necessary for 
joint training to take place possibly as early as October, 
the tradiuonal ume for the SANDF's [South African 
National Defense Force) annual Operation Southern 
Cross convenuonal warfare exercises, or early next year. 


Another agenda item is standardisauion and compaubil- 
ity of training and equipment, and acquisition of equip- 
ment. 


Sources have told THE STAR there is a long way to 
go before full compatibility can be achieved and this 
was affecting early participation by South Africa in UN 


peace keeping. 


The acquisiuon of new and used equipment and the 
maintenance of it 1s also under discussion. 


South Africa developed its own training methods and 
equipment which is not in many cases compauble with 
those of Nato-aligned forces, nor of countries formerly 
associated with the former Warsaw Pact nations of 
eastern Europe. 


Inter-African Affairs: Defense Force Chiefs Discuss 
Naval Cooperation 


MB1403120696 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1131 GMT 14 Mar 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) Pretoria March 15 SAPA 
— Naval co- operation and the protecuon of marine 
resources in southern Africa were this week discussed 
by 11 regional defence force chiefs in Kempton Park 
near Johannesburg, the SA [South Africa] National 
Defence Force [SANDF] said on Thursday. 


SANDF chief General Georg Meiring, who chairs a 
regional defence subcommittee, said in a statement the 
meeting also focused on the role of the military in 
regional disaster relief and peace support operauons. 


New areas for military co-operation were defined by 
the defence force heads of Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, 
Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Swazi- 
land, Tanzama, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 


SANDF spokeswoman Lt-Col Margie Neethling said 
the proposals would be examined before being presented 
to the 18th session of the interstate defence and security 
committee to be held in Malawi later this year 
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Rwanda 
Rwanda: Wanted Ex-Colonel Arrested in Cameroon 


BR1203154796 Groot-Bygaarden DE STANDAARD 
in Dutch 12 Mar 96 p 5 


[Report signed "CN°: Belgians Have Rwandan Colonel 
Arrested’ | 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Brussels — Rwandan Colonel 
Theoneste Bagosora was arrested in the African country 
of Cameroon on Sunday [10 March]. This was done at 
the request of Belgium. The Rwandan defense minister's 
former principal private secretary is considered to be 
one of the brains behind the murder of the Belgian 
blue helmets in Rwanda in April 1994. It is uncertain 
what will happen to Bagosora. It seems most likely that 
he will be handed over to the International Rwanda 
Tribunal. 


Brussels Examining Magistrate Damien Vandermeersch 
issued an international arrest warrant against Theoneste 
Bagosora in May 1995. The Rwandan colonel is sus- 
pected of being one of the main insugators of the mur- 
der of 10 Belgian blue helmets in Kigali on 6 April 
1994, 


Bagosora had virtually unlimited powers at the ime. As 
the defense minister's principal private secretary, he was 
standing in for his chief who was abroad. In addition 
he was temporarily in charge of the Rwandan Army. 
Indeed, the Army's chief of staff had been killed a few 
days earlier in the same plane crash which had also 
killed President Juvenal Habyarimana. 


A tew weeks ago the investigators of the Brussels 
public prosecutor's office learned that Bagosora was 
in hiding in the Cameroonian capital of Yaounde. The 
national police arrested him there on Sunday. According 
to Rwandan Foreign Minister Anastase Gasana, former 
President Habyarimana’s nephew will be handed over 
to the Rwanda Tribunal. However, the latter has not 
formulated any request to that effect yet. In anticipation 
of this request Belgium is waiting before asking for his 
extradition. Indeed, a request for tnal by the tnbunal 
will take priority over a Belgian request 


Rwanda: Genocide Suspect To Appeal to Brussels 
Court 

AB1403101496 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 14 Mar 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Colonel (Theoneste Bagosora), 
presented as one of the 446 main suspects in the 1994 
Rwandan genocide, will arrive in Brussels on 29 March 
for a hearing at his own request by the Belgian justice 
Last year, Justice (Bruce Eloi Damien Van Der Mirshen) 
launched an international arrest warrant against Col 
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(Bagosora) suspected of being responsible tor the death 
of 10 Belgian blue helmets of the UN  Interposition 
Mission in Rwanda on 7 April 1994. The 10 blue 
helmets were killed by Rwandan soldiers in Kigali along 
with Prime Minister Agathe Uwilingryimana whom they 
were protecting 


(Mr. Determenan), Col. Bagosora’s lawyer, said that 
his chent had nothing to do in either the death of the 
Belgian soldiers, or the Rwandan genocide, adding that 
Jusuce (Van Der Mirshen) was playing the game of the 
Rwandan Patniouc Front on power in Kigali. 


Rwanda: Tribunal Requests Genocide Suspect in 
Switzerland 


bA1403104796 Kivalt Radto Rwanda in English 
OSIS GMT 14 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) The internauonal crimes tn- 
bunal on Rwanda ts requesting the Swiss Government to 
extradite [businessman and politician) Alfred Muzema 
to the [international] tnbunal. 


Muzema ts allegedly accused of masterminding the 
killings in Kibuye [western Rwanda, on Lake Kivu] 
pretecture which claimed more than $0,000 lives in 
Bisesero area. Muzema was the director of a tea factory 
in Gisovu area in Kibuye prefecture and he ts currently 
impnsoned in Switzerland 


The international crimes tnbunal on Rwanda 1s also 
requesting the Belgian Government to submit all the 
invesugauions carried out in regard to the people who 
induced some Rwandese to kill their fellow Rwandese 
using Radio RTLM [Radio-Television Libre des Mille 
Collines]. 


Rwanda: Government Seeks Belgian Files on 
Suspects, Extremist Radio 


FAI403105]96 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
OSIS GMT 14 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The Rwandan Government 
has officially appealed to [the] Cameroonian Govern- 
ment to extradite [genocide suspect] Colonel Theoneste 
Bagosora to face yusuce in Rwanda. [Passage omitted] 


Meanwhile Premier Pierre-Celestin Rwigyema has writ- 
ten to his Belgian counterpart to send to Rwanda files of 
Rwandan genocide suspects now residing in Belgium 
The files are of [businessman] Alphonse Higaniro, [for- 
mer mayor of Muganze] Elie Ndaymbaye, (Vincent Biz- 
imana), mayor (Nduyahaga), sisters (Gertrude Mukakan- 
gango) and (Jule Kizito Mukabutera). 


(Mher files requested by the Rwandan Government 
concern the notirious radio station “RTLM’”™ [Radio- 
Television Libre des Mille Collines}, the 10 Belgian 
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South Africa: Buthelezi, Mandela Comment on 
KwaZulu/Natal‘Tensions’ 


MB1203182296 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 12 Mar 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] 
leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi says the violence in 
KwaZulu/Natal will not ease unless the tensions be- 
tween the ANC and IFP are stopped. 


Speaking after a lunch with President Nelson Mandela, 
Mr. Buthelezi said the resumption of harmonious rela- 
lions was needed between the two parties to stem the 
violence. Mr. Buthelezi said the IFP’s demand for in- 
ternational mediation and its continued absence from 
the consutution-making process added to these tensions. 
Asked for his opinion, President Mandela said he would 
address these issues at Fnday’s meeting in KwaZulu/ 
Natal. 


{Begin Mandela recording] We are concerned to address 
all matters which would help to remove tensions, but of 
course the problems are immense. Some matters we can 
address in shortest of a time as possible, but others are 
really a process, and it's going to take some tme before 
we can address them to the sausfaction of everybody. 
{end recording] 


President Mandela, Mr. Buthelezi, and Zulu King Good- 
will Zwelithini will meet more than 300 chiefs in 
KwaZulu/Natal on Friday [15 March] in an attempt to 
bring peace to violence-plagued KwaZulu/Natal. 


South Africa: Buthelezi Denies Involvement in 
KwaMakutha Massacre 


MB1 203183296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1649 GMT 12 Mar 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN March 12 
SAPA — Inkatha Freedom Party leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelez: has dismissed allegations that he was involved 
in the 1987 KwaMakutha massacre as “the biggest 
poppycock I've ever heard”. 


He was speaking at Tuynhuys on Tuesday after meeting 
President Nelson Mandela before Fnday's meeting of 
KwaZulu/Natal chiefs at Nongoma. 


Former defence minister Magnus Malan and 19 co- 
accused, including six IFP members, have been charged 
with the massacre at the home of former United 
Democratic Front activist Victor Ntuli. 


Buthelezi's name appears time and time again in the 
indictment, although KwaZulu/Natal attorney-general 
Tim McNally has not indicated whether Buthelezi will 
be charged. According to the indictment, the South 
African Defence Force, under the direction of Malan, 
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secretly trained 200 IFP members at a remote camp in 
former South West Africa. The prosecution claims that 
after their training, a group of IFP members armed with 
assault rifles shot and killed 14 of Ntuli’s relatives. 


On Tuesday, Buthelezi, who was chief minister and 
minister of police in KwaZulu at the time, said he 
had been in possession of information that people were 
“actually plotung my murder and wanted to kill my 
cabinet colleagues’. 


As he had declined the previous government's policy of 
“independence” for KwaZulu, “I did not have my own 
army” and we ‘only had a small police force’. “When 
the violence started in 1985 | had a duty not only to see 
to my own protection but the protection of other people 
. $0 we selected the 200 hundred young people for 
training. Where they were trained and how they were 
trained | was not involved in that,” Buthelezi said. 


‘Now if some of the people decided then to break 
law and do what they did, then that is a matter tor 
them, because that’s a matter of law, which needs to be 
resolved in court. To actually try and drag in my name 
merely because | did that, there was nothing sinister 
about that. | have a very clear conscience about it. | 
was threatened, people were dying and they were asking 
what we were doing about that.” 


South African Press Review for 13 Mar 
MB] 303144096 


{[FBIS Report} 


THE STAR 


Prospect of U.S. Involvement in Tarwan-PRC Dispute 
‘Frightening’ — “The war of nerves and propaganda 
in the Taiwan Straits is extremely dangerous, not just 
for the peoples of Asia but for the entire world,” notes 
a page-14 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in 
English on 13 March. The paper urges all the forces 
involved to “'steady on’’ and says ‘itis difficult for any 
third power to pronounce categorically on this dispute.” 
“But the prospect of the U.S. becoming involved is 
frightening. It's all very well that more than 200 
Tomahawks are, in the words of Warren Christopher, 
‘i a position to be helpful if they need to be’. But 
does the U.S. have a strategic vision of what it might 
be drawn into, having effectively taken Taiwan's side?” 
All effort should be concentrated on “calming both sides 
and getting them to engage at a level beyond crude 
mutual provocation.’ 


SOWETAN 


Trial of Ex-Defense Minister To Set Tone for Truth 
Commission — The murder trial of former Defense 
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Angola 


Angola: UNITA—Conditions Not in Place To 
Quarter Soldiers 


MB] 303100696 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 12 Mar 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] The Joint Commission today 
decided that conditions are in place to receive UNITA 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola) 
soldiers in Quibala and Ngove. UNITA, however, says 
conditions must be improved before its soldiers can be 
quartered. 


The Joint Commission first inspected the Quibala as- 
sembly area. Alioune Blondin Beye, UN special rep- 
resentative in Angola, met informally with all organi- 
zations involved in the establishment of the assembly 
area for 3,600 UNITA soldiers. Right now, Quibala cn 
receive 1,300 men. The Joint Commission learned that 
the assembly area has a clinic, an automated office, a 
hall to register weapons, and drinking water. 


General Progresso, responsible for quartering UNITA 
soldiers, says conditions are not in place to accommo- 
date his forces. As it stands, the quartering of UNITA 
soldiers in Ngove and Quibala depends on the General 
Staff of the Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola. 


{Begin recording} (Progresso) We are not pleased with 
the conditions. Mr. Beye says conditions will be im- 
proved, and we are waiting for that. Our soldiers are 
ready to be quartered. | do not think you liked what 
you saw. 


[Unidentified correspondent} When do you expect 
UNITA soldiers will be quartered in Quibala and 
Ngove? 


{Progresso} Like I said, I will report to my general staff 
what I saw here. Personally, | would ask for slightly 
more than what is in place, but it depends on the general 
staff. [end recording] 


The Joint Commission then went to inspect the Ngove 
assembly area, but our correspondents were not present. 
Beye said basic conditions are in place to quarter 
UNITA soldiers. 


{Begin recording] (Beye, in French fading into Por- 
tuguese translation] We have toured the Quibala and 
Ngove assembly areas. We believe that soldiers can be 
quartered because basic, acceptable conditions are in 
place. Improvements will be made over the next few 
days. [Word indistinct} can, however, begin quartering 
soldiers because tents are in place; there is drinking 
water, health services, registration mechanisms, and the 
computers are operational. So we are waiting for sol- 
diers. 
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(Correspondent) Yet, UNITA military commanders we 
spoke to think otherwise. 


{Beye} Military commanders have to say that. A military 
commander must always look for better conditions, but 
we have all seen that conditions under which UNITA 
soldiers will be quartered are no different from other 
parts of the world. We know the conditions under 
which Rapid Intervention Police personnel have been 
quartered. Basic condiuons have been created. [end 
recording] 


Our correspondents could not tour the Ngove assembly 
area because the helicopter they were scheduled to travel 
on broke down three minutes after taking off from 
Huambo. 


On 14 March, the Joint Commission will tour the 
assembly areas in (Ntuku) in Zaire Province and Negage 
in Uige Province. 


Angola: Savimbi Discusses Possibility of Accepting 
Vice-Presidency 


LD1 303174396 Lisbon RDP Antena | Radio Network 
in Portuguese 1600 GMT 13 Mar 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} In Angola UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 1s today 
celebrating its 30th anniversary in Bailundo where Jonas 
Savimhi — in top form — has been addressing a rally. 
The UNITA leader said he had not yet decided whether 
or not to accept the post of Angolan vice president, and 
Was not sparing in his criucism of Portugal for handing 
over the country to the MPLA [Popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola]. Our correspondent Armando 
Pires reports from the Bailundo rally. 


[Pires] The cockerel is flying high in Bailundo. At his 
best in his hard-hitting and persuasive style, Savimbi 
said that the disarming of his troops has been keeping 
him awake nights, and guaranteed that UNITA will 
not accept being part of a government of national 
reconciliation if the other opposition parties are not 
represented 1n it. 


On the question of the vice presidency he has been 
Offered, Savimhi built up the tension to the extent of 
making the crowd believe he was going to refuse it, but 
in the end he said he would do what the party decided 
was best. 


[Begin Savimhi recording] | may be much more useful 
out of the government. However, the important thing 
in this regard is my party's opinion, the opimon of 
the Angolans. And the opinion of the Angolans is very 
divided. We have received hundreds of letters — from 
Luanda, from everywhere — some telling me to accept 
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Madagascar: Iranian Official Holds Talks With 
Leaders 


LD1303230096 Tehran IRNA in English 
2147 GMT 13 Mar 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text) Tehran, March 13, IRNA 
— Deputy foreign minister for Arab-African affairs, 
Hoseyn Sheykholeslam, arrived in Antananarivo, Mada- 
gascar, on Wednesday, in conunuation of his tour of 
African countries and held talks with the president, 
prime minister, parliament speaker and foreign minis- 
ter c. that country, on mutual relations and important 
international issues. 


During the meetings, Sheykholeslam brieted his hosts 
on economic cooperation among Indian Ocean states, 
Iran's economic progress, the positions of the Islamic 
Republic on international developments and the situa- 
tion of Muslims in different countries. 


President Albert Zafy described the presence of Sheyk- 
holeslam n . ladagascar as an indication of the signiil- 
cance that Iranian officials attach to ues with his coun- 
try, and lauded the role of the Islamic Republic in pre- 
serving peace and stability in the region. 


Calling Iran a powerful country in political and eco- 
nomic terms, he said: "We have witnessed Iran's great 
efforts for restoring peace in the region, and helping 
neighbors settle their internal problems.” He said that 
in view of the faith, belief and coordination among the 
people and officials, the Iran has overcome domestic 
problems, and therefore, no country including the US., 
will be able to harm the resolution and iron will of the 
Iranian people. 


Earlier in the day, Prime Minister Francisque Ravony 
exchanged views with Sheykholeslam on Tehran- 
Antananarivo relauons and elaborated on the grounds 
for bilateral cooperation. He also thanked for Iran's 
economic aid to his country. 


In a separate meeting, Foreign Minister Jacques Sylla 
thanked Sheykholeslam for the attention paid by Iranian 
Officials to expansion of relations with Madagascar. 
He announced the all-out readiness of his country for 
strer gthening relations with the Islamic Republic of Iran 
in Various sectors. 


Mozambique: ‘Armed Men’ Kidnap 14 Civilians 
Near Dombe 


MB] 303203796 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 13 Mar 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} Armed men have kidnapped 
14 people at Chimokono, 30 km from the Dombe 
administrative post, in Manica Province. The kidnapped 
citizens were buying corn in the area. They were forced 
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to carry goods looted by the armed men trom a shop 
Two of the kidnapped ciuzens who were later released 
said the group consisted of seven men. 


Swaziland: 11 Groups Unite To Form ‘Democratic 
Alliance’ 


MB0903191196 Mbabane THE SWAZI NEWS 
in English 09 Mar 96 pp 1, 32 


[‘Kwaluseni Declaration’ adopted by delegates to meet- 
ing at the University of Swaziland on 2 March} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} 
The Preamble 


We, the representatives mandated by the membership 
of the following politcal organisations and civil forma- 
tions and groupings: The People’s United Democratic 
Movement, The Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions 
(SFTU), Swaziland Youth Congress (SWAYOCQ), 
Swaziland Association of Students (SAS), Swaziland 
National Ex-Miners Co-operative Union, Forward To 
The Future Forum (FFF), Institute of Democracy and 
Leadership (IDEAL), Atibuye Emasisweni [Back to the 
Owners} National Forum, Butumba BeMaswat: [street 
vendors organization], Human Rights Association of 
Swaziland (HUMARAS), Indigenous Business and 
concerned citizens. 


Inspired by the love, responsibility and patriotism to- 
wards our country and people, and recognising that 
Swaziland belongs to all its citizens regardless of race, 
colour, creed or gender. Resolved the following 


1. That the shaping of our socio-political future, con- 
stituuonal content and economic direction, is not the 
exclusive domain of any single family but a responsi- 
bility of all ciuzens of our country regardless of their 
stauion in life. 


2. And has succeeded to breed corruption, social di- 
visions, inefficiency in the operations of government, 
power struggles between the formal government tn 
Mbabane informal one in Lohamba, created a power- 
ful clique of princes and princesses and other shadowy 
groups and individuals who are not only draining econ- 
omy of the country in the name of the king but are also 
selfish. [sentence as published] That the Tinkhundla sys- 
tem or model of government has failed dismally push- 
ing our king and country in a direction of civil war and 
economic destitution just to protect their own interests 
[sentence as published] 


3. That the institution of the Monarch, revered and 
respected by the mayonty of Swazis, should be protected 
and every effort should be employed to save and rescue 
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Benin: Political Leaders Urge Government To Call 
For Calm 


AB1203125196 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 12 Mar 96 


([FBIS Translated Text] An atmosphere of confusion 
and uncertainty currently prevails in Benin in the 
wake of the second round of the presidential elecuon 
scheduled to take place on 17 March. Facing accusauons 
leveled by the ruling power of a plot masterminded by 
Western countries and a poruon of the population, the 
headquarters of the political parties reacted and asked 
the government to call for calm. Details with Francois da 
Silva, member of Mathieu Kerekou's electoral campaign 
management and in charge of communicatiyn. He is 
talking to Francois-Luc Moukouangui: 


{Begin da Silva recording] It is obvious that an atmos- 
phere of uncertainty and anxiety is now clouding the 
minds of our compatriots. Therefore, the ruling power 
should now make a statement calling for calm. This has 
not been the case. They are talking about an interna- 
tional plot masterminded by someone we do not know. 
We do not know the authors of this plot. There are 
many questions that remain unanswered. We know thal 
some of our compatrivts are being manhandled because 
of their opinions and this 1s a situation that should not 
last. [end recording] 


Cote d’lvoire 
Cote d'Ivoire: Guinean Troops ‘Annex’ Village 


AB1 303154096 Abidjan L'ALTERNATIVE in French 
13 Mar 96 pS 


{Article by Marius Dangan Kpan: “Guinean Sol- 
diers Annex Ivorian Village. — first paragraph 1s 
L’ALTERNATIVE introduction} 


([FBIS Translated Text} Kpeaba, a village located in 
the Sipilou Constituency, has been in the hands of 
Guinean soldiers since 4 March. The invaders took all 
the necessary precaution. They came with six amazones 
in charge of cooking for them. Their headquarters are 
established at the home of the village chief who was 
expelled from his house. Powerfully armed, they are 
waiting for a possible attack from the Ivorian troops who 
are still positioned in the village under the command 
of Major Sekou Konate, the sub prefect of Sipilou. 
The head of the local administrative services is waiting 
for instructions from his superiors before launching an 
attack on the invaders who, for the ume being, are left 
in peace. The four groups of 10 sentinels formed by the 
Guinean soldiers are keeping a 24-hour guard. Villagers 
have deserted their houses without taking anything. 
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They claim to be Ivorians but the Guinean soldiers who 
invaded the village say this is Guinean territory. In any 
case, the inhabitants of Kpeaba have lost everything by 
the fault of their authoriues who did not do anything to 
ensure their security. 


It should be noted that Guinea has always contested the 
current Ivorian borders. Furthermore, Guinea accuses 
Cote d'Ivoire of having annexed part of its territory that 
goes from Sipilou to Danane over four kilometers. In 
order to claam what she considers as her own, Guinea 
muluplies, through her soldiers, violations against the 
integrity of the Ivorian territory. There are many ex- 
amples but the most recent ones can be recorded from 
April 1995 when nine heavily armed Guinean soldiers 
invaded Gouepouta (Danane) and looted the village be- 
fore returning without any trouble back home. On 11 
and 19 July 1995, 10 armed Guinean soldiers invaded 
a work site at Ghapleu (Danane), abducted Ivorian m- 
ber merchants and then freed them a month later after 
the payment of an important 1ansom. In August 1995, 
Guinean soldiers had once again annexed three setue- 
ments, looted them before leaving after an intense diplo- 
matic mediation by Ivorian Foreign Minister Amara 
Essy. Seven months later, that was on 3 March, Guinean 
soldiers annexed Kpeaba. This ume, things look serious 
since the soldiers are flying their national flag. But in- 
tent on preserving relauons of good- neighborliness with 
Guinea, Cote d'Ivoire has always minimized these acts 
of provocation. 


The truth is that the light security at the borders explains 
this situation. Gbapleu customs checkpoint has neither 
a radio nor a liaison vehicle. The border police stauon 
is §,100 km from the Pont de |'Amitie over the Goue 
River, a natural border with Guinea. Guinea's border 
is five meters from the bridge. From that position, the 
Guineans call the four-meter area a neutral” zone since 
it was abandoned by the Ivorians. The Guineans no 
longer respect the borders with Cote d'Ivoire because 
of lack of security at the borders. 


Ivorian Defense Minister Bandama NGatta began a 
review of the troops involved in the “Operation Peace 
and Security’ on the surveillance of the borders that 1s 
scheduled to begin on 13 March. But Sipilou, where his 
soldiers are waiting for him to give them instructions, 
is not included in the program of his visit Too bad! 
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General Mamadou Coulibaly, a former defense minister 
and one of the three other officials sentenced to death, 
is Currenuy receiving treatment in a French hospital. 


When interviewed on the resurgence of coups d'etat 
in Africa, President Konare said military coups were a 
“danger to all African countries.’ He, however, played 
down thi. danger to his country, saying that the Malian 
Army is “making great efforts to become a Republican 
Army at the service of democracy.” 


Mali: President Returns From Libya; Ties 
Strengthened 


AB1 303095196 Bamako Radiodiffuston-Television du 
Mali Radio in French 0700 GMT 13 Mar 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) President Alpha Oumar Konare 
returned to Bamako early in the evening yesterday 
after a 48-hour friendly and working visit to Libya. 
During his sojourn, President Konare held lengthy talks 
with the officials of the Socialist People’s Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya and issues of Common interest were 
discussed. 


Upon arrival, President Konare was welcomed by For- 
eign Minister Dioncounda Traore and acting prime min- 
ister, the speaker of the National Assembly, the mem- 
bers of the government, the members of the diplomatic 
corps, and several other dignitaries. 


President Konare gives details on his visit while talking 
to Sory Ibrahima Keita: 


(Begin recording] [Konare] I just paid a friendly and 
working visit to Libya. During the visit, I held several 
rounds of talks with the leader of the Libyan Revolution 
and with other heads of Libyan institutions. I also 
met the Malian community living in Libya. I took this 
Opportunity to review our relations with this brotherly 
country, which has always been on our side these past 
months and past years. Libya is a sovereign country 
and it has expressed its support to Mali and pledged 
to always help us ensure security in our country. This 
support is given to us despite their own difficulues, to 
help us win the battle to improve our standard of living. 
We took stock of the various accords that were signed 
some years ago to see wat Could be done in a practical 
and progressive way. These commitments should not 
only be verbal ones, but should be followed by concrete 
acts. This is our wish, and it is also the will of the Libyan 


president. 

Therefore, | return home very satisfied with my visit 
The visit has enabled us to express our solidanty to the 
Libyan people. 


[Keita] We noted that you returned with some Libyans 
here in Bamako. Could you tell us who they are? 
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{[Konare} [laughs] Well, let us simply say that we came 
back with two Libyan technicians who will implement 
in a concrete manner, a number of decisions made some 
months ago in the field of communicauon and water 
projects. This is the main purpose of their presence here. 


[Keita] We are also aware of the fact that you visited 
several projects in Libya, you laid a wreath... [pauses] 
Could you tell us what was the significance of such 
acuvilies? 


[Konare' | took the opportunity to visit several devel- 
opment projects in Libya. I visited the monument built 
in honor of the gallant combatants of national libera- 
uon in Libya. This enabled us to see to what extent the 
Libyans are taking strength from their history and the 
great deeds achieved in the course of their history. We 
also visited what 1s called the artificial great lake. This 
water project, which became a gigantic river, is fed by 
several bore holes of more than 400 meters. The river 
runs through all Libya on about 2,000 km. Indeed, it 1s 
really a wonder. As I said, this is maybe the most 1m- 
portant legacy that the Libyans of today are bequeathing 
to the Libyans of tomorrow. 


As you know, water has always been an obsession 
in all our regions. When one succeeds in providing 
potable water to the people, in creating the conditions 
to implement successful agricultural projects in these 
desert zones, in creating the conditions to preserve the 
environment, this is really a wonder. When this project 
was launched, it seemed it was a dream, but the dream 
has become a reality today and we saw it for ourselves. 
This dream became the truumph of a man who has a 
great vision for the future of his country. [end recording] 


Niger 


Niger: Mining Workers Go on Strike To Back Up 
Colleagues 


AB1303120096 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French OS4S GMT 13 Mar 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} Akouta Mining Company [Com- 
inak] and Niger Coal Company workers have embarked 
on a strike since 1] March evening to support their Air 
Region Mining Company [Somair]} colleagues. Somair 
workers have been on strike since last February to de 
mand a S00,000-CFA-francs furniture credit per person 
and the start of negotiauons for a pay rise. Mining and 
Power Minister Mai Manga Boukar explains: 


[Begin Boukar recording} The mining sector workers 
know that the mining sector 1s strategic for our country. 
We have fought for years to maintain our level of 
production through Somair and Comuinak, and it 1s not 
opportune to embark on strikes — for reasons which do 
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